groups of people, they represent a proportion of the population who are high consumers of anaesthetic services who appreciate the opportunity to learn more about the specialty. Tours have also been conducted for museum volunteer groups, museum students and staff and trainees at the College.
The introductory talk is followed by a tour of the the museum. Another talk is given there tracing the origins of anaesthesia with the obvious horror stories about surgery pre-1846. The story proceeds through the discovery of the early anaesthetic agents, the introduction of intravenous equipment, induction agents, local anaesthetics and muscle relaxants. When time permits there is a table of objects which can be handled to illustrate the story. There are invariably many questions and always someone with a story about their own experiences of chloroform or ether. It soon became apparent that the display was not ideal for the tours. There were some objects that were relevant but there was little continuity between the cabinets and little to guide the talk. Discussions about changing the display led to two obvious conclusions:
There needed to be a timeline which would allow the natural progression of the formal guided tours and support self-guided tours when appropriate. The display should have some degree of permanence but allow changes when time and resources permitted.
On reviewing the space and the cabinets available it was concluded that a timeline should be established with cabinets set around the wall in chronological order. A smaller display could then be created in the centre of the room with a theme of its own which could be changed on a more regular basis. Once the basic layout was established, professional help was sought for the design, resulting in Green Poles Design, a company run by Mark and Lynda Patullo in Richmond, being appointed. Their portfolio includes work for the Royal Australian Air Force museum, Scienceworks and the Melbourne Museum, as well as many travelling displays. As a small but professional local company, they provided a very personalised service which was invaluable in the process that was to follow.
The timeline was fairly easily established after many tours and the following headings were created: Surgery before anaesthesia, Early anaesthesia, Increased sophistication in delivery methods, Local anaesthesia, Three sub-themes were developed within each category. At the time these sub-themes were developed with storytelling in mind and, as it became clear later, this did not always make the selection of objects straightforward. For example, under the heading Local Anaesthesia, there seemed three obvious subheadings -regional anaesthesia, obstetric anaesthesia and analgesia and postoperative pain relief. The actual selection of objects for these displays was quite problematic and required the use of images and patient charts to complement the few objects which had relevance. It became apparent then that a display using objects to tell a story is very different from a display created to showcase objects. The objects become the last part of the puzzle, rather then the starting point.
The next challenge was the content of the labels and panels. This seemingly simple task was not deal of information in a few words and still capture the attention of the audience. Eventually, once there was satisfactory information for some of the panels, Mark and Lynda produced some samples which was an encouraging reward. A few words are transformed with some headings, pictures and photographs into something quite remarkable.
The next step in the process was the selection of images. Photographs had been used in previous displays but on this occasion, pictures were required for every panel and as backdrops for all the cabinets. Suitable images had to be located, consent obtained and then a large digital image acquired which could be effectively reproduced. This task consumed a great deal of Elizabeth's time, requiring enormous patience and perseverance. The Wellcome Institute in London was extremely helpful and many images came from them via their very user friendly website. Some images came from the collection of the ASA and other, more modern images from places such as the Alfred and Royal Children's Hospitals, Melbourne.
thought important enough to warrant the effort.
The theme for the central display evolved as the timeline progressed. Some information used on the tours did not slot naturally into the timeline. A small display had been assembled for the College meeting in Adelaide the previous year and it seemed appropriate to use some of these objects again as so much time was being consumed by the preparation • • • of the timeline. As these objects were reviewed, a new concept emerged and the middle section of the display was titled "From Chloroformist to Anaesthetist". This completes the story told on the tours with sections on education, training, research and facts about the College. In time this display will change but at present it complements the tours well. task; it was tempting to overcrowd the cabinets as there are so many interesting objects to display but in the end only a few were deemed appropriate. As the object labels were created late in the process, they currently contain only basic information. Eventually more comprehensive object labels will be created.
In the last few weeks Elizabeth worked closely with Mark and Lynda to redesign the space, rearrange the cabinets and adjust the lighting. The objects were very time-consuming and exactingand not without the odd crisis -but the display was completed in time for the launch.
Some formal tours have since been conducted using the new display and the timeline works well. There have been many other visitors, the feedback suggesting that it also functions well as a self-guided display. Unfortunately Elizabeth Triarico left the College shortly after the completion of this display. Her contribution to the museum has been enormous but much of it remains unseen; she instituted many processes and procedures which have revolutionised the management of this museum. The current display is professional, contemporary and innovative: it is a credit to Green Poles Design and a very visible reminder of the enormous progress made under Elizabeth's direction. 
